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MR. DUN: Today is October 23, 2001. The 
time is 555 hours in the morning, and this is 


Richard Dun with the New York City Fire 


Department, working with Marisa Abbriano, and we 


are interviewing 


MR. BLACKSBERG: DAVID BLACKSBERG, EMT, 


Battalion 31. 

Q. Can you just describe in your own words 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001? 

A. About eight o'clock in the morning, we were 
driving by the base of the Brooklyn Bridge, my partner 
and I, and we sat, and an ALS vehicle approached us. 
We were sitting by -- we looked up and all of a sudden 

-- we were ready -- we heard something, and we looked 
up because we were right across the water, and we had 
seen Tower 1 at that time was already on fire. 


The paramedic unit that we work with 


approached us and said, "Let We went, and we 
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were able to get onto the Brooklyn Bridge and cross. 


We were at the intersection, I guess, of West and 


Liberty, a little bit -- a little bit further north of 


that, so we were right across the street of 1 World 


Trade. We got out of the ALS vehicle, and I -- we 


parked our vehicles right across the street. We got 
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out. We put our helmets on and our turnout coats. 

We approached the building, and we heard some 
loud noise. We felt some rumbling, so we looked up, 
and there was another plane coming in. Went behind, I 
guess it banked around another building, so at that 


time we didn't really see it hit the building, but we 


heard it, and we felt it, and we saw it approaching. 


We got to get back in our vehicles. So we 
got back in, and we only ended up going -- I guess it 
felt like a mile away, but it's half a block. 

Q. Where did you first stop the vehicle? 


A. We first stopped right on the west side. 


Q. West Street? 

A. Right on West Street, yeah, and Westside 
Highway. 

QO. Right. 

A. Right in front of 1 World Trade. 

Q. Okay. 

A. We were right in at the -- there's I guess 
what is it called, the median no. 


O» The walkway? 
A. Yeah, the walkway in between the highway. 


O% That goes into -- 


A. No, the one that goes right in between the 
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highway. 
Q. By the Winter Garden? 
A. Yeah. 


Q. That glass thing. 


A. Right. We originally parked over there right 


on the highway, and we ended up parking -- moving our 


vehicles, and we parked underneath the pedestrian 


walkway going from Winter Garden to I guess it was 2 


World Financial Center, over ther 

We parked our vehicles there. We got out, 
and we had made our own staging over there at that 
time, because everybody was split up, and we had to 
split up once we got out of our vehicles, and we saw 
that second plane hit. We had to move, and when we 


moved, we wound up making our own staging. 


Q. Was there a lot of chaos, commotion, people 
running? 
A. There were a lot of people running all over 


the place and 


Q. Running towards you? 

A. They were running away. Well, toward us, 
toward other vehicles and just away in general. I 
didn't even know until a couple of people told me later 


that there were a whole lot of people crossing the 


DAVID BLACKSBERG 


Brooklyn Bridge, but I just knew everybody was 


scattered all over the place. 
At that time, we had approximately four 
people approach us, and a fifth one was coming saying, 


"There's somebody coming that's really badly burned." 


I got the ALS unit ready, and I told them, and we had 


the person that was really badly burned -- I told them 


to get back onto the paramedic trunk, and they took 


care of him. 


Q. Who was the ALS unit? 

A. 32 Victor. 

Q. Do you know their names? 

A. Ellen -- I don't remember the last name -- 
and her partner. I don't recall. They are from Long 


Island College Hospital. 
Q. Okay. 
A. And so they took the burn victim while we 


were handling everybody else, and I had called over the 


radio telling them that we had formed a new staging 


area. I don't know whether they heard me or not, 


because there was a whole lot of chaos. 


QO. Was this befor ither tower came down? 


A. Yeah, this was way befor ither tower cam 


down. This was right after Tower 2 had gotten hit, 
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within two minutes I believe, if that long. 

So 32, they took the burn victim to Cornell, 
and we were by ourselves, my partner and I, just 
getting overloaded with a whole lot of patients, and we 
had no idea if there was anybody else coming. We 
stabilized them as much as we could. 

People were coming down with minor bruises. 
They asked if they needed to go to the hospital. I 
said, "If you're walking and can tell what's going on, 
you can, you know, just keep walking away. There is 
nothing much I can do for you right now, because I have 
a whole lot of people." 

I don't know, you know, a whole lot of 
commotion going on, so finally everybody is saying, you 
know, there's people coming or there's somebody down in 
front of the building. I'm approaching the building, 
but there's a whole lot of debris coming down, so I 
decided not to an approach, go into the building. Got 


as close as I could. 


There was just bodies everywhere. We wer 
watching them coming down. We heard them coming down, 
everybody screaming. A lot of debris. We didn't even 
know what it was. I guess it was metal, and papers and 


computers, I guess, we saw computer stuff on the 
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ground, and we just watched and heard people jumping. 


Someone said, "There's somebody that's still 


moving. Somebody is alive." I also saw a dog that was 
tied up in front of the building, and I approached. I 
got hit with some debris, so I decided not to go, so I 
had a lot of people that were walking. I said let me 
take care of them, because I know I can help them. 


I did that, and in a couple of minutes or so 


a couple of units started approaching, and I told them 
where we had set up staging because they were also 
lost, so I was standing on the corner of West, of 
Westside Highway, and I guess just over by 2 World 
Financial. 

Q. Did you see any officers, captains, chiefs? 


A. Not for awhile. Not for awhile. I didn't 


see a chief, and then a chief cam I believe he was 


a fire chief. I told him what we had, and he just took 


off. He said, "Okay, I'll notify whoever." I said, 
"Okay fine." Then another chief came, an EMS chief. 
QO. Who was that? 
A. I don't know his name. I don't remember. I 


took so many names down, and then it was just so busy. 


It was really chaotic. When the chief came, I told him 


what I had, and what was going on and what I had 
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already done, and I already took down all the names of 


all the vehicles that had approached, and he didn't 


seem really to care what was going on. 
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Finally, we said -- okay, we parked our 

vehicles, and everything was clustered, and people 
everywhere, so finally we got some water. 

Q. That's when I showed up. 

A. Yes, that is when 32 boy had showed up, right 


when we started to get our vehicles set up. 


QO. This is after the first building collapsed 


or == 
A. Still before. 
QO. This still -- 
A. Still prior to the buildings coming down. We 


were still there watching and hearing people jump, and 


patients were still approaching. We had cleaned up, 


you know, staged our vehicles by the water, so that if 
an emergency did happen that we could take off or we 
could take as many patients as possible. 


There was, I guess, a fire started getting 


really bad, and a lot of stuff -- well, it was already 
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bad, but we just stood by and watched people jump. 


Pretty much that's all we could do is just watch and 


listen, listen to our radios and see what would happen. 


QO. Radio communication was okay? There was no 


problem with that, other than the chaos on the radio? 


A. There was -- it was -- I guess it was all 


right because once they decided what was going to 


happen, because they finally they said that all -- 
all bosses would go on to citywide and everybody else 
goes onto Manhattan South. I was finally able to hear 
that, but they obviously didn't hear me say anything 
about where I was setting up staging, or didn't want to 
hear it or anything like that, and so we were overcome 
with so many people. 


Once the vehicles were all set up for, I 


guess, a new staging area that we had set up over 
there, it was all set up. We just sat and watched, had 
people coming to us, and next thing you know, we 
started hearing -- just actually, there was a lot of 
rumors that a third plane was going to come in, so we 
were standing by looking up, listening. There was no 


third plane. The building started coming down. 


Q. Was your vehicle still on the pedestrian 


walkway? 
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A. It was actually half a block up now. 
QO. Close (inaudible)? 
A. But I -- everything from when I was parked 


across the street from One Liberty, right? When I was 


originally parked from One Liberty to when I finally 


removed it and cleaned up for the staging, there was 


only a block, block and a half, so it really wasn't 


that far. It was right across the street. 
We started hearing the building, and we saw 
it tipping. It was just leaning. 
Q. You saw it leaning? 
A. Well, I looked up, and I thought I saw it 
leaning. Later on it was confirmed that it was 
leaning, and it was starting to come down, and so we 


just started booking. We ran as fast as we could, 


wherever we could. Everybody scattered all over the 
place. Nobody knew where anybody else went. 

I looked -- I ran, and a whole lot of people, 
we were all running together. I looked back, and it 
was like it was this cloud of smoke, but it was like an 
avalanche, because you could see the smoke and 
everything tumbling right at you. You couldn't see up, 


you couldn't see back, and no matter how fast you ran, 


you couldn't out run it, and it overtook us, and 
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finally I found my partner. 
We grabbed hands, and we just ran, and then 
the next thing you know, we had people grabbing my 


arm. Then they split up us, got my other arm, and my 


partner, Juan Rios, they grabbed his arms and said, 
"Where are we going?" Because it was so cloudy and 


smoky, dusty and everything else that we really didn't 


know where we were going. We just kept on running. 
Everybody was panicking, and I told them 

to -- we had babies crying, kids crying, adults not -- 

lost not knowing what to do, where to go. People are 

walking back. People are walking in circles. My 

partner and I, we were the only EMS people, fire people 

or anybody that we could see of, even PD. We didn't 


know where anybody went. Calling on our radio to find 


out where everybody is. Nothing. Everybody is over 
the radio, so you couldn't do anything. 


Finally, we told people to cover their mouths 


with the T-shirts if they had, cover their mouths with 


their arms. People just wanted to sit down and do 
nothing. There was papers and the smell and everything 


else that was in the smoke that we didn't know about, 


you know, and the dust. We had them cover keep 


their heads down. People were closing their eyes while 
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grabbing onto us. We had a whole chain link of people. 


Q. All this chain link, was it all EMS people? 
A. It was just my partner and I that were EMS, 
fire or PD. Just the two of us, and we started talking 


to people, trying to calm them down. 
Q. Civilians? 


A. They were all civilians, and actually quite a 
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few of them were from 1 World Trade. They were from -- 


I don't know. One girl was telling me she was from the 
63rd Floor, and another one was telling me she was from 
the 84th, and then there was other people, too. I 
don't remember what floors they told me from, but I 
remember these two, and they told me that they ran 
down, and I see they were still wearing high heels. 

How in the world are you running with these shoes on? 


So you kind of had to joke around a little bit, even 


though it wasn't really a joking situation, but you had 


to calm everybody down. Especially myself, you know. 
So I kind of used that to calm myself down and 


everybody else, joking around as we were walking now, 


because once you ran and the smoke and everything 


caught up to you, there was no use running, because 


it's already caught up, and you're already breathing 


the stuff in. 
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Q. Did you get blown into something, or did you 


duck under the buses or 
A. We had finally found a couple of city buses 


that were just parked just before Battery Park. 


Q. Battery Park City? 

A. Yeah, we ran. Well, it felt like a lot 
anyway. 

Q. This is going towards the Battery Tunnel 

A. Okay, so we are down here by the park. We 


ran all the way down to the park. I can't tell you 
what you route we took, because we just -- 
Q. I don't think you really care. 
A. Because we just kept going around, no. 
We went by Battery Park, and we saw two city 
buses there, and I told them to get on, and they said, 


"Where are the buses going?" Everybody's asking where 


the buses are going. I said, "Doesn't matter, as long 


as, you know, you're sitting here, and you are away 


from everything else. Doesn't matter where the buses 


are going. Right now, doesn't look like they're going 


anywhere." Everybody is worried about where they wer 
going. I said, "Well, the air is cleaner in here. 


It's going to be dirty, but it's cleaner in here than 


it is outside." 
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At that time, we still didn't have masks. 
Nobody had masks. Finally we sat everybody in there. 
My partner and I went back out trying to find more 


people. A lot of babies, a lot of kids, adults. We 


told them all where to go. We were directing as many 


people as we could find that were lost. 


Finally, we found two more EMS people, but 


they weren't working for the Fire Department. They 


worked for a private company. I think it was Cabrini, 
but I'm not positive. 

Q. Building 2 still didn't go down yet? 

A. At that time, we had no idea what was going 
on, because we were running, and we just heard the 
first building coming down, so I lost track of time of 
when the second building was coming down. It sounded 


like one big rumble, and then it just sounded like it 


just continued, and I was -- I wasn't really paying 
attention. I was looking at the sound. I was looking 
at the smoke and everything. I was listening to the 
people that were screaming. I didn't really hear 


another building coming down, so we ended up going into 


the park, getting people to come down and standing by 


the water, because there was a little bit of a clearing 


down there, and everybody standing by the water. We 
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were standing by the water. 

We were trying to go over our radios trying 
to find out if there was another staging area near us. 
I don't know how much longer that we found out, but it 


was quite a bit longer, a couple of hours, and now it 


felt like a couple of minutes, but now I know it was 
probably an hour or two. 

We found out that there was staging right at 
the Staten Island Ferry Terminal, which was half a 
block away. 

Q. That is half a mile away. 

A. When we started walking, it felt like it was 
closer, you know. I was just happy to see other 
people, I guess. 

O% That's good. 

A. When we were still at the water, at the park, 


we flagged down a fire chief. Actually ended up being 


an EMS chief. I don't know his name. I don't know. 
QO. It's okay. 
A. I wasn't really thinking about taking down 


names, and we just set up over there, and there was 


carts inside, inside the park, the vendors that sell 


the water, and food and everything. Everybody was just 


taking water, trying to wash out their eyes, wash out 
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their throats. 


Nobody could breathe. Everything was stuck 
in their throats, and their eyes, mouths, faces and 
everything, so we were taking water, washing everybody 
as much as we could, because we didn't have any 
equipment, my partner and I, and there was no ambulance 


there, nothing, except for the command vehicle, and 


they didn't have much either. So we took whatever we 


could. A couple of boats started to show up, and we 
just put people on the boats, and everybody was worried 
about where they were going. 

Q. You took injured people or -- 

A. Injured, noninjured, all civilians, but both 
injured and noninjured, both going onto the boats. 


Everybody was worried about where it was going. 


They were going to Ellis Island, Jersey City 


and Staten Island. Those were the thr places I 


remember the boats going. We were putting people on 


the boats. I told them it didn't matter where it was 


going. You'll always find a way home, and people were 


saying, "I just live a block away." I told them, "I 


guarantee you, you are not going to be allowed to go 


back in your apartment at least for a day, two days. 


If you are lucky, it will be two days." 
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Finally we started kicking everybody -- not 


really kicking them, but telling them, pushing them 


onto the boat and telling them to go. I told them they 


had no choice. There really was no choice for them. 


They had to go, so everybody was going on. I said, 


"Where do you live?" This is the closest on 


Brooklyn would be the closest. Staten Island would be 


the closest, or Jersey City, wherever they lived, just 
get on. 

Finally, people started getting onto the 
boats, and we were actually trying to find another -- 
another EMS person, and I -- he worked for the Fire 
Department. We went and found a fire truck, took the 
fire hose and a wrench, because we thought we had seen 


a hydrant, but there was none, because we were trying 


to get some water to wash the stuff down and try to 


clean up, but there was nothing there, and next thing 


you know, everybody was walking -- there was another -- 


somebody had gone back and got an ambulance, so at that 


time there was a fire chief, no lieutenants, and about 


six EMTs from the Fire Department, and we were pretty 


much doing everything down at the water over ther 


Then we walked ov 
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once we found out -- 


once we got everybody onto the boats, cleared that 
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whole section off with the pedestrians and civilians, 


we went over to the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. 
That's where we found out that a lot of people were 


going, and that was one of the main staging areas. 


They started setting it up like a makeshift 


hospital there. People were coming down from the Trade 


Centers, being transported, and then we triaged them 


over there, and they were put onto the Staten Island 


Ferry and shipped over to Staten Island where I guess 
there was more EMTs over there. 

Finally, there was really nothing much going 
on. People were coming in, but not steadily, and my 
partner and I felt useless. We were like, what are we 
doing here? There is nothing going on, nobody coming 
now. At that time there was nobody coming for maybe 20 


minutes, it could have been longer. I lost track of 


time the whole day. The whole day felt like it was 
five minutes long. 

We said there is nothing going on here. We 
made sure our names were on the list, because there was 


a lieutenant taking names on a list. 


Q. EMS lieutenant? 
A. EMS lieutenant at the Staten Island ferry, so 
I made sure our name was on the list. I wanted 
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somebody to know that we were all right, you know, that 


were there. We started walking up and found out that 


we were -- that we saw some of the EMTs handing out 


masks to people that were still walking away. 


There were still dust and clouds. Everything 
was in the air and like that for a couple of weeks. We 
started handing out masks. We were walking up handing 


out masks. It felt like we were doing something 


because we -- you know, we're just sitting in there 
doing nothing. We walked up and we ended up -- it was 
a -- there was an ambulance from Midwood, and they were 
going -- they said that they were going to go up to 
ground zero. 

At that time, we didn't know what it was 
called, but they were going to go up to the area, which 
is now ground zero. We said, "All right, can we hop 
aboard with you?" And he said, "Yes, absolutely." 


We took the bus right up, took the ambulance 


up there, and we found out that staging was now at One 


Liberty, and Juan and another EMT ended up walking 


back. My partner Juan, he walked back. Rios walked 


back, and I stayed up there, because I knew Juan, and I 


knew the other guy that he was with, that also works at 


the station, they were walking back, so I knew that 
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they would be all right. They were partners, and they 


saw me going with the lieutenant and other EMTs, so we 
had split up. My partner and I split up a lot, but we 
ended up finding each other somehow. At that time he 


walked back, and I stayed. 


I had a radio. My partner lost his radio and 
his helmet, everything at the same time, so it didn't 


matter, but I knew that -- 


Q. Fine. 
A. I stayed up there, and I had a radio, and I 
was calling making sure everybody was all right. I had 


a cell phone on me, calling back and forth, and next 
thing you know we were on the rubble digging and 
getting fire, and PD and everybody else that was 
getting hurt. Meanwhile, some of us were hurting. 
Q. And this point was it towards the end -- 
A. This was actually about -- I don't know. 
Maybe three o'clock in the afternoon. I had already 


gone into overtime for me. I ended up staying until 


the next morning. I stayed. It ended up being about 


25 hours that I was there. 


I tried to get a half-hour nap, but you 


can't, because you couldn't breathe. Anyway, we had 


some mess. They were like paper. 
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Q. How did you ever get back to the station? 


A. Well, I found another EMT, and in the morning 


when we just said that we were exhausted and ready to 


come back, he said, "You can walk to the Brooklyn 
Bridge and come back" and I said, "Well, I know that 
there is a vehicle down at the Staten Island Ferry, 
because that was mine." Somebody had moved it earlier 
in the day, and I had the key, so I said, "If we're 


lucky, the ambulance is still there. I know I still 


have my key on me." 

He said, "All right, let's try it." We got 
down there, and the bus is still there, but there was 
all this soot and papers and everything still on the 
vehicle and inside. We were wearing or masks inside 
the vehicle. I was driving maybe three miles an hour, 


and everything is blowing all over the place, and we 


finally made it back, and the next thing you know, I 


had lieutenants and everybody telling me I was missing 
for nine hours. 

I called them. I spoke to them, but I guess 
in the chaos, nobody really knew where I was or what 


was going on, but I ended up making it back, and I'm 


all right. We still felt like -- I mean, I still feel 


like I didn't do enough. I know I dida lot. 
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QO. A catastrophe like that, I don't think 


anybody can actually feel they did enough, you know, so 
much going on, so, you know. You were there for 25 
hours. 


A. We were hands on the whole time. We wer 


doing something, or we walked around or we were helping 
out whereever we could. We had those power bars that 
ended up making their way up. Next thing you know, I 
know people were having hot meals. I don't think I 
could have eaten at that time. I wasn't able to eat 
anyway for a long time. 

Q. We want to thank for you your cooperation in 
this. 

A. Thank you. 

MR. DUN: The time is 6:18, and that's going 


to be the end of interview. 


